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I. 



With regard to the elements of the international application: 
13 the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages , as originally filed 



_ , filed with the demand 
pages , filed with the letter of ^ . 

□ the claims: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 

the drawings: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of , 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 



^' "^u^^T'^T the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

^ oJ 5?3r^^^ translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55,2 and/ 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The Statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. . 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. D^s report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving OJfice in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as ^originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 
70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing siich amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 1-18 


YES 




Claims . 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 11-13,15 


YES 




Claims 1.10. 14, 16-18 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 1-18 


YES 




Claims 


NO 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 


The following documents have been cited in the Search Report: 



D1: US6081845 A 
D2: US5708654 A 
D3: EP0833485 A1 



D1 features an address resolution protocol (ARP) server that controls communication 
between devices of a predetermined network by informing a calling terminal about an 
address to be used in communication with a receiving terminal according to various 
criteria, e.g. date and time, bandwidth or the like. 

The present application features a communication control method wherein a device 
receives a manipulated data link layer address as a response to an ARP packet 
according to a set of communication rules. Considered novel is the fact that the 
transmission of an address chosen according to a certain rule is used to restrict- 
communication between devices, but the choosing of an address to be transmitted as a 
response to an ARP request according to certain rules is shown in D1 . 

Accordingly, all relevant features of claims 1 to 2 and 18 arie obvious to a person skilled 
in the art with respect to D1 and therefore do not involve an inventive step. The subject- 
matter of claims 3, 4, 14 and 16 to 17 are also considered obvious. 

D2 shows a method in a LAN test instrument for detecting proxy ARP agents and 
misconfigured routers in a LAN. The LAN test instrument will typically compile a data 
base containing entries, with each entry containing a MAC and IP address pair 
corresponding to the devices on the LAN, typically through passi^fe monitoring of traffic 
on the LAN and through active network requests to the devices on the LAN. 

The present application features a communication control method wherein a step of 
collecting addresses is performed by the communication control apparatus, which 
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receives an ARP packet broadcast by a device in the network and detects a network 
layer address and a data link layer address. Alternatively, the addresses are collected 
by listening to ARP response packets after sending an ARP request packet to a device 
in the network. 

Therefore, the subject-matter of claims 5 to 10 do not involve an inventive step when 
D2 is combined with D1 . 

D3 features network communication using the address resolution protocol (ARP) in 
detail. However, it does not show the use of ARP for the restriction of communication 
between devices in a network and therefore merely represents the prior art. 

The subject-matter of the present application is considered novel because none of the 
cited documents show all the relevant features of the present application. Due to the 
cited documents, claimsl to 4. 5 to 10, 14 and 16 to 18 do not involve an inventive 
step. 

Industrial applicability is given. 
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